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CHAPTER XIX.
e bineed
HAT'S & lis, Wolf Larsen.

I owalel, Just as quistly as

bafors. “Howaver, [ am

aching for a chance to
RN you, so go ahead and cut ™

“Yoyu have the chance always' he
sneerod,

“Wo ahead and eut,” 1 threatened
ominousiy.

“I'd  rather disappoint you," he
faughed, and turted on his heol and
went aft

*Bomething must bs done, Hum-
phrey,” Maud sald next mormuog,
when 1 had told her of the night's
coolirroncs.  “If e has Nberty, lbe
may do anything, e may sink the
veudel, ur sot fire to jt, There s no
telllnge wWhat ho me v do. We must
make him a prisonor.”

“Hut how?" [ nsxed, with a help-
one shrug. V1l dare not come within
reach of ‘his arms aod he Keows

that 80 long am his rosistance is Das-
' sive 1 cannot ghoot him."

*There must be somwe way,” ehe
contondod, “Lot mo thins"

“Phete 18 one way,” | suid grimiy,

Blhie waited,

1 pieked up a4 seal club,

St won't kil bim, 1 sald. “And
before he could recover 1I'd have him
bound hard wid fust”

She shook her head with a shudder.
“No, not that, There must bs some
lesa brutal way. Lot us wuit

But we did pot have to wait long,
and the probiem soived itself, In the
merning, after several trials, 1 found
the point of balance in the foremast

nd attached my holsting tackis u
fow feet pbove it. Muud heid the
tun on the windlass aod coiled down
while 1 heaved. Had the windliss
been In order It would not have been
go Jdifficult; aa 1t wan, 1 was come-
pelled to apply all my welght and
strength to every inch of the heayv-
ing. 1 had w rost frequently.  In
truth, my spells of resting were
Jonger than thoso of working. Maud
oven contrived, at times when all my
efforts could not budge the windiass,
to hojd the turn with ons hand and
with the other to throw lhut- w:emhl.
of her shim body to my asgistance.

At the end of an hour the alngle
and doubls blocks came together at
the top of the shears. I could hoist
no more. And yet the must was not
awung entirely inboard. The butt
rested aguinst the outside of the

rall, while the top of the mast
overhung the water fur beyond the
starboard rail. My shears were foo
short. All my work had been F-n
nothing., But 1 no longer despaired
in the old way. 1 wha avquiring mora
confldence in myself and more gonfi-
dence in the possibilities of wipd.
1asacs, sheara wnd holsting mrkl.l.--.
There was a way In which it eould e
done, and it remained for me te find

WAY.
thk.\r!hilﬁrl was consldering the prob.
jem, Wolf Larsen came OB dock., We
poticed something strangs about him
at onca. The Indecisivensss, or fonhin.
neas, of his movements wis more

ouneed.
pnﬁ:; t::nemd and fell. I ran to his
side. He gripped ma suddenly and
flercaly by thie wrist,

My )h'!n‘st“wua released, but  hia
other arm, passed around my back,
held both my arms so that I could
not move, His fres hand went 1o my
throat, and in that moment 1 kntw
the bitterest forstanto of death enrned
by one's own idlocy. Why had |
trusted myselt within reach of those
tersible armas? 1 could feel other handa
at my throat. They Wwere Maud's
hands, striviog walnly to tear looss
the hand that was throttling ms.
Bhe gave It up, and 1 heard her
screami o o wny that t'u_l me to the
moul, for It Wis @ WOmMAN's scream at
fear and heart-breakitg despalr

I qelt the whole man sink under me,
The breath was leaving his lUngs and
his chest wis collapsing under my

L.
'Ekrtzallnd off and over to the deck
om my back,' gasping and blinking
In the sunshine, Miaud was pais
bt conposod—my eyYos had gone In-
atantly to her face—and she was
looking at me with mingled alarm
and relief. A heavy seal-club in
har hand caught my eyes, and at
that moement she foliowed my gizb
down to it. The ciub dropped from
har hand as though it had sud
denly stung her, and at ihe simne
moment my heart surged with »
great joy. Truly she Wias my wWoman,
my mate-wolan, fighting with me
and for o as the mate of & caveman
would have fought, all the primitive
In her aroused, forgetful  of her
culture, hard under the softening
clvilization of the only 1fe she had
10w

“‘,{le‘;lr woman!" I eried, scrambling
to my feet,

The next momeént she was in my
arms, weeping convulsively on my
shoulder whils 1 clasped her clogs, T

ked down at the brown glory of

halr, glinting gems In the sun-
ahine far more precious to me than
those In the treasurescheats of Kings
And 1 bent my head and Kissed her
halr softly, so softly that she did pot
know.

“It was a real attack this time™ 1
sald; “another shock lka the ana that
made him hlind. He felgned at first,
and In doing so brought it on.”

3 saught dim under the shoulders

‘
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An Ocean Tale of Perll
And ol' Wii.d Adventure
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ardy Aragped b s the companien
. Af iy dirstiog Maud fetehed
" R iseibhg th & unded bis shouwid
' I slabend hiny aoross the (hires-
¥ | and more | w down the ste
the Mwir. | could Bt R Bim Ir
' ¥ Into m bunk, but with Mawd's |
o 1 fiey Aest bos shoulders snd
fhead, then his body balshesd him
a Fosl odgn, and rolisd him Ibte &

Fowar ik

Mt this wan not o b all. 1 reeals
ot the handou®s in his stateronm
b ) i wrired t i ol sAaliofs
fratog 4 f tha anvient and clomsy l
i = when we 6! ham, his
Iny handeufiod hand snd foot, For
L fire e i any days | bresthsd
an I feit stranmely light as r
Coarme on deck, us tioiph & welght Liad |
benn 1iftet 1 py shioubders, | felt, |
wibo, that Mawd a0 1T had drawn

IEre ey Kethor And | won

darad If ahe, too, fell 1L, an wa 'glu—-il

BRiong tha deck side by sldn to wham
the stalled furemast bhung i Lhie
shimare
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CHAPTER XX,

T onon we moved abhoard the
Ghost, ocoupying our old
statorooms and cooking in
the gulley., The Imprison-
ment of Wolf Larsen had
happencd most apportunely, for what
miist Lave heen the Indian summer of
this hies Intitude was gone and driz.
gling sormy weather had set in. I
went to vimt Larson, bound ln the
Bl F s
“That was the last play of the
Woll," he said. 1 am paralysed, 1
stiall nover walk again,
“IYs unfortunate,” he continued,
“1I'd ke to have dune for you first,

Hump. And 1 thought | had that|

much left 1o me.’

He broke out in mocking laughter,
then turned bie left car W the plllow
an o mgn that be wisbhed av further
CullVulsnlivii

Aud  yet, though | even removed
the bandeufis, wo oould oot adjust
uvidraeives 1o s conditivn. Qur wiods
rovuite To us ho was Lull ol potol-
TS \\- ¢ ORUOW LUl Whatl o expect
ol hiws Dext, what feartul thiug, ris-
U wobve the Uesh, he migHht broak
wul and du, Meanwhllle, 1| wont on
with iy wourk of repading e
eLhooner,

Wull bad recelved another stroke,
Ho bad jost bis volee, or Lo wes os-
ing 1t HMe had only mtermittout uso
ulf 1. As v plrased It the wires
WD Up alid bw ppoke an well as ever,
tiougn siowly wod heavily., Then
spwoeld would suddenly desart him, In
the middie vl & senlence perhaps, und
fur bours, sometimes, w¢ would walt
for the cvunnwetion to be re-estab-
Ushiesl, He comiplained of great pain
in his hvad, aud it was during this
period that he arranged 4 systom of
colninunication  agaiost  the time
when specch shouid leave him alto-
gether—one prossure of the hand for
Yyea two for “no” It was well
thut 1t was arranged, for by evening
lits weles had goue from him. Hy
hand pressures, after that, he an-
swored our questions, and when he
wistiind to spenk he sorawled his
thoughts with his left hand, quite
legibily, on u sheet of paper.

The fierce winter had now dascended
upon us.  Gale followed gals, with
snow and slest and rain. The seals
had started on thelr great southern
migration, wnd the rookery waes prac-
tically deserted. 1 worked faverishly.
In apite of the bad weather, and of
the wind which especinlly hindered
e, 1 was on deck from dayligbht il
dark sud making substantias prog-
FvEn,

I profited by my lessson learned
through rolsing the shears and then
climbing them to attach the guys.
To the top of the foremast, wiilch wiss
Just  lifted conveniently from the
dock, | attached the riggiug, stays,
and throat and peak halyards, As
usual, 1T had underrated the msmount
«f work lnvolved in this porilon of
the task, and two long days wero
tcessnry to complete it. And thers
wis &0 much yet 0 be done—the
cally, for instance, which practeally
Bad to be muds over,

While I tolled at rigging the fore-
tanst, Maud sewed on canvas, ready
alwinys o drop sverything and coms
1o my assiatancs when more hands
than two were required, The canvas
was hoavy and hard, and she sewed
with the regular sallor's m and
three-cornored sail-neesdle, r hands
wera soon sadly bllstered, but sbe
struggled bravely on, and ln addition
doing the eodking and taking care of
the slck mamn.

YA fig for superstition,” 1 said on
Friday morniog. “That mast gosa
n to-day.”

Everything was ready for the at-
tempt, CUarrying the boom-tackls to
the windinss, 1 holsted the mast
nearly cicur of the deck. Mak'ng thia
tackio fast, 1 took to the windluss the
shears-tackls twhich was connected
with the end of the hoom), and with
n few turns had the mast perpsadicu-
lur and clear.

Maud clapped her hands ths Instant
ehe was relieved from holding the
wurn, crying:

VIt works! Tt works! We'll trust
our lives to !

Then shie assumed a rusful expres.
Ewon

“Iv's not over the hole,” she maid.
*Will you have to begin all over?

1 smiled in sunerior fashion, and,
nlucking off on one of the boom-guys
and tuking In on the other, swung
the mamt perfectly In the centre of
he dock. Still it was not over the
haole, Agaln the rmeful expreasion
cuame on her face and again I smiled
fn a superior way. BSlacking awny
on the boom-tackin and hosting an
equivalent amount on the shears-
tackle, I hrought the butt of the
mast into position directly over the
liole In the deck, 'Then 1 gave Maud
careful  instructions for lowering
away and went into the hold to the
step on the schooner's bottom,

1 called to her, ynd the mast moved
onsily and moccurately, Stralght
toward the square hole of the step
the aquare butt deseendod; but aas it
descondod It slowly twisted so that
square would not fit into square, Hut
1 had not even a moment's indecision,
Calling to Maud to ceoase lowering,
I went on deck @nd made tha watch-
tackle fast to the mast with a rolling
hiteh, 1 left Maud o pull oo it while

Men Who Fall---!_{_)__{V.
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L ftend T thiat Bt sl wans still

f hemting the Jib when | put the wheel
Bmrd dowi, 1L wois o moment of ane
ey, Tor the iihoest was tastong
vty tpon the beach, n @tone's throw
liwlant Hut she awung ol

ol Bewl Inte the wind Th
w wreat futiering el Bappin wf
canvas aid el polnis, st wel
ot Loy eade, then ahe fllled away
on the other lack

Mand had Mhwehied her task and
cume aft, wheia slin sood beside me,
a small cap pervhed o her wind
Iiown hair, het cheoks Rushied from
waertion, hsr eyen wide and bright
with the esclivinent, her  nostrils
guivering to the rush and bite of the
Cromh salt air Mer Bruwn vyvm wers
e e startied deer's,  Thers wan &
wild, keen ook In them | hid never
e befure, and her lips partod and
her bDreath suspended as the Gihost,
charging upon the wall of rock at
the enirance Lo The Inner cove, awep!
ints the wind and Alled away into
mnfe water,

My first mate's berth on the seal-
ik grounda stood me 10 good wtoad,
and | cleared the nner cove and Inidd
a long tack along the shore of the
Powter cove,  Ones aguin sbiout and
the Uhost headed out Lo opain wea.
| s hnd now caught the bosom
" breathing of the ovean and was her.
| aoif n-breath with the rhythm of it
| aw wbo smoothly « ounted and slipped
I down vaoh trosd backml wave.

The day had beon dull Anl Overs
i--,m'r, but the sun tow burst 1Frough
i clouds, & welcome omon, and
lm.uun upon the curving beach whers

togothor we had dared the lords of
the harsin and slain the holluschickis
| All Endeavor Island brightensd under

1 went below, By the light of the
luntern 1 saw the butt twist slowly
it mides colneided with
the sidea of the
returned to the
Slowly the butt descended the several
intervening Inches, ot the same tune
slghtly twisting agaln.
recufied the twist with the
tackie, and again ahe lowered away
from the windians,

burned me, and 1 jerked my hand
Then 1 understood,
thie cracks In the bottom of the upper
bunk he had sot fire to the matiross,
Ho still retained sufficient use of hia
left arm to do this.

"o oyou still hear? | ahouted, hold-
ing the fugers and walting for the
singln pressurs which would signify
WILE Lk Fos o nees,
band was dead,

“Ionoticed the Hps slightly move,”

I repoated the guedrsi.  The lipa

thiem bettor than
The damp straw
fired from beneath
and denisd alr, had been smouldering
all the whila.

drageed the matiress out of
the bunk it semed to disintegrate in
timea bursting
I beat out the burning
remnants of straw in the bunk, then
muade a dash for the

sSquare fitted Ine
the muast was dtepped,

raised a shous, and
In t' & vellow lantern
light we pecred at what we had ac-
complished,. We looked at each other,
wnd our hande feit their way
The eves of both ua,
think, were molst with the joy of

latrmen's mlar - weals
vive that a child «
the inventor, beyond an n- great underatanding, and yot, loath,
creasine denfoess and the moavement
of the ipA growing fainter and fainter, meet,
there had been little change in
condition for a weak. Rut on the A8y
schoonefs . ok clouds to wind-
he heard his lant, and the last Hie. SHDSR: BN
movement of his Lips dled away
naot hefores | had asked him
all there ™ and the lips had answered

it the same

down to see, WAt gl g 102 [ asked

deck for frosh

Bhe hesitated
“Auk him pomething thut

huckets of water suffoed

the mididie of the stecraga flo
Ten ainuies 'mI.N'. wnen the smoko
had fairly cleared, T allowed Maud to
Waolf Larsen was un

Then we will know with eortainty "
“Are Vou hungry ™ she eoried
The Hps moved umder her fngars,
aml shea answered, “Yeu "

“it was done so casily after all” 1
"All the work was In the
preparation”

“And all the wonder In the com-
Maud added.

“I can hardly bring mynself to realize
that that great mast s really up and
in; that you bave lifted it from the
water, awung It through the air, and

conscious, but
minutea for the fresh air to restore
were working
however, when he signed for paper

Home -
tomb of the flesh
moil of the man

The lnst line was down
where within that
mtill dwelt the
by the livine clay, that fie
enee wo hind known burnsd an; bt

hier next query
p Walled

hinve some hnef-tea,'
I am smiling”
“I am still 0 bit of the forment, you
* he wrote a Hrele later

“I am kind you are aa small a bit
as you are,” 1 mald,

“*Thank yon'" he wrote
think of how much smailer 1 shall
be before I die”

=And yet 1 am all here, Hump,” he
wrote with a final
think more clearly than ever In my

hin hearing goes wi shall
It s a Titan's tusk."” to commmuniéate with him
“And they made themaelves many
The very world was not
paused to sniff the air.

1 looked hawtily at the lantern. It
Again 1 snhiied.

“Something Is burning,” Maud said,
with sudden convietion.

Wo sprang toxgether for the ladder,
but | raced past her to the deek. A
dense volume of smoke
out of the steerage Companivnway,

“The Woll s not yet dead,” 1 mut-
as 1 sprang down

Ewimmdng upoin Lo eyes

Waa not smoking. townrd me and | caught her In my

“when will it all end? 1 am so tired,

Conoentration is perfect

here and more than here"
like & message from
night of the grave;
body had become hin
in so strangs sepulture,
fluttersd und
would flutter and live till the Inst lina
nf eommunication was bhroken, and
after that who waas to any how much

Bhe buried her hend on my shoulder,
her frail form shinken with a storm
wus like n feather
In my arms, s slender, po othersal
down at last*

Inland.
The Ghoat's stumpy moast8 hoyvy sea, sven (f she could have
wors in place, her eragy salls hent
my handiwork was satrong, nons
tut I know that 1t over the discovery, but recoversd her
wonld work, and | felt myself 8 man ,rits by colling down tackios and
of power an | looked at L
With my own
1 wanted to

tered Lo mywelf of wenping. She

through the smoke.,

It was 80 thick in the confined space
that I was compelled to fecl my way,
wnd so potent was the apell of Wolf
Larsen on my lmagination, 1 was quite
prepared for the helpless glant to grip
my neck In & strangle hold.
tated, the dealre to race back and up
the steps to the deck aimost over-
1 recollected

aud, Tho vislon of her, as 1 had
last goen her, In the lantern light of
the schooner's hold, her brown eyes
warm and moist with joy, flashed be.
foro me, and 1 know that I could not

Hut I soothed and eomforted her,
herself bravaly
gnther and recuperated
quickly as shy was wont 1o do physi-

"1 ought to be arhamad of mysslf,"
Then added, with the whim
sloal amile 1| adored, “but | am only
one small woman.*

CHAPTER XXI.

Wolt Larsen

Hut Maud and 1 had & way of vole-
wnd  she All night T atearsd, without relisf,
we prepared to the the wind slowly und steadlly Increas-
woman,” startlad mo ke an alactre
shock. It wis iy own phrase, my pet,
aecret phrnso, my love phrass for her,

“Whers did you wet that phrass?
I demandad, with an abruptness that
in turn starited har,

"What phrase? she asked.

“Oinn small womnan ®

e it vours?” she asked

“You," T answered, "mins

aftsr his attempt to
fira tha ship
rumhbness In growing.
move my hand.
apeak louder.

all with your own
“Hut there weroe two other hande” 7 & substantial and piping hot break-
“Two suall hands, and fast put new (Ifs Into me.
don't say that was & phrase, also, of  Throughout the dny, and as slowly
your fther
Hhe laughed and sahook her head,
aud held her hanids up for Inspection,
| ont never get them cloan again,
walled, "nor soften the weather

1 was choking and suffocating by
time 1 roached Wolf Larsen's
tunk. 1 reachod my hand und feit for
Iying motionlesa, but
moved slightly at the touch of my
over and under

I ean hardly

The last linva are go-
hand. 1 feilt

Thers was no warmth, no slgn of

Yot that smoke which blinded
and mads me cough asd gasp
must have a source,
wmporarily and
about the stearage.
thes table partinlly knocked the wind
from my body and brought me to my-
I reasoned that a helpless nian
could start a4 fire only near to where

“Ars you In paln? I nsked

1 was compellad to repeit my ques-
tion loudly hefora ha answered,

“Not all the time."

The 1¢ft hand stumbied slowly and

U must have talked in your and weather beat shall

I lost my head and. aoite b

remitlous light was In 1 would have
dh

A colllsion with
i g heyond 1he
was wWith extrema dithculty that we
deciphiered the scrawl
“gpirlt message,' such as are deliv-
ored at seances of apirituaiista for a
dollar admission

“Hut 1 am still here
haod scrawied more siuwly and pain-
fully tiinn ever

Thoe pencil dropped,
replace It In the hand )

“When thers (s no pain [ have par-
prace and quist,
thourht 50 Qleariy.
and doath ke o Hindovo sage ™
Muud queried

awiftly withdrawn them

el dbes hud moasteredl

I returned to Wolf Larasn's bunk.
Thara 1 encountered Mouud,
ahe had besn thers In that suffocating
atmasphers I could not guess,

‘o up on deck!'”
peremptorily.

‘“Hut, Humphrey''—
protest in g queasr, husky voloe,

“Please! pleaso!™ 1 ahouted at her

whl here'" the

moment to kisa 'he two =

and we had to “It |s my phrase, ton,
she hegan to
¥ your mother?™
I have never wind blowing upon me wi
o 0 qL
I can ponder Lty though | euld have
®waort her vyes retajned for aomae time

teaning vEpression

drew away obedlently, teanad toward her
then I thought, What If sha cannot
1 started after hor,
to stop at the foost of the companion-
Perhaps ahe had gone up.

I atood there, haaitant, 1 heard her cry

Joudly in the car Bie eaxild Aet

an she swiftly
and yer eould not forbear one
searching lovk befure ahe turned away

find the stepa? WOnt O apaes

and without one
had the mininmast ptepped, A derrick-

Alrnoust b fury away hir hat

The Angers could not close
Then Maud pressed and held
the Angers about the pencil with her
hand, and the
larga lotlers, and so siowly that the
uinutes ticked off to cach letter)

and soveral days
found all stays and shrouds in
averything aet

By moans of deck-tackios [ hald ar

“Oh, Humphroy, I am lost." ety Pt e e

I found her fumbling at the wall of
the after bulkheaa, and, halt loading
her, half carrying her, 1 took hep up
tho eompanionway,

tandnsnil, ek and Ly
danger for a crow of two, #o | heaved It wans 4 clumsy wuy,

The pure air was the topmuants on deck and lashed them

Muud was only faint and
dimay, and I left her lying on the deck
when 1 took my second plunge bolow,
‘The mource of the amoke must ba
very cloee to Wolf Larsen—my milnd
was made up to this, and 1 went
straight to his bunk. Aa I felt nbout
smong hls blankets, somethin
fell on the back of my band

It was Wolf Larsen's w wall wasm up and gintrer
Inys wors consumed
the and. The arm and hand relaxed, Aikds and putting them
The trunk of the body moved slight-
Then there wus

Maud releasad the hund

in this narrow plave, onoe |l

foresall and mainsail;
shortencd and distoried,
ridieulousiy Hl-Atting suit for so trim
B craft as the fihost

they'll wors!”

and, patched,
What can you do™ ghe asked.

the sun.  Even the grim soullwester

"Wo'll make them work, promontory showed less grian, and

and trust our lives to them!"
1y many new wat its surface, high lights flashed

trades, | ahone loast as a sallmaker. a2nd dazzled In the sun.

make ] shall miways think of it with

them, and | had no doubit of my power aride” | aald to Mauid,

to bring the sehooner to some north

Wit |y way, but sald, “Dear, dear En-

crammed navigation from test-booke geavor Island! 1 shall siwaya love

Fere and thers, where (ha sts SPray

she threw hor Bead back 1o o queen.

R
wo Mimple & de- .’Alul LY 1 sald quickly.

1t weemed our ayes must mest In a

they struggled away and did not

% There was a sllence I might almost

call awkward, 1l [ broka 1L saying

feaid, You ramamber, I told you last

i but et the barometer was falliog”
Are yoil g the wun is Kone,” sl sald,

hor eyos still flxed upon our Inland,
where we bed proved our mastary
over matter and attained to the truesl
comradeship that way fall to man
Rl Woman.

“And IUs slack off the sheats for
Japan'” L oriad gayly. “°A fair wind

disembodied, To ®nl a flowing shinet,” you koow, or

that Intelllgence there coulil be no ob-

ol lve owledge o ¥ . Lashing the wheel, T ran forward,
g 06 Bl S bl B B 430 hn-r: ensed the fore and maln shenin, took
knew anly (taelf and the vastness and 1t on the boom tackles, and trimmed

profundity of the quiet and the dark, ¢¥*Iything for the quarteriog broazo
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wam no sible to lash the wheel, so I faond
longer anything to

bowever it goes '

which was ours. It was a« fresah
brovas, very fresh, hut 1 resolved to
it wn long as | dared. Unfortunats-
ly, whon running free, it ls lmpos.

s allenight watch., Maud Inaisted
an releving me, but proved toat ahe
Pad not the strength o stesr in A

yained the wisdom on such short
st los
Hiua  appearsd  quite hsarthroken

hatllards and all strny ropes.  Then
there were mealn to bn cooked In the
galley, heds to maks, Wolf Larsen to

€Y e attended upon, and ahs Anished

the day with a grand houss-cleaning
attack upon the cabln and stesrage

Itig wand tha sen raing. At 5 In the

you did It morning Maud brought me hot eoffes
dm'"

and bisouits ahs had baked, and at

and steadily as evar, tha wind In-
eranand. It Impressed one with g
millen  letarmination to bhlow, and
blow harder, and kesap san blowing
And mtlll the Chast feamad along,
racing 0ff the miles till 1T was cor.
tain whe woas making at least aleven
kriota 1t wan ton good to lose, hot
by niehtfyll | was exhaustad Though
n splendil phyaleal teim, a thirty-
six Mour trick nt the whael was tha
Tt W oms endurnnes Ttoniton
Mand hagged me to heawa 15, and 1
knew 1f the wind and sen Inerejiss)
' the sama rata during the night
hat 11 woanld anon he Impoasibla ta
hmaym 1ty Bo, s twilight deeponed,
gladly and at the sama time eolie
tantly, I brought the hinat up In the

Lut | had not reckoned uwpon the
coloasal thsk the roellng of tires
sialle weant for one man,  While run-
ning awny from the wind I had not
apiirecinted ity force, but when we
corustd o orun | olvarned to my sor-
row, and well nigh iy dospadr,
how floreely It was really bBlowing
The wind balked my every effort,
ripling the canvis outl of my hands
and In an instant uodoing what |
hid  galpsd by ten mindtes of ae.
varcal struggle At B ooloek 1 haal
suceseded anly in putting the sesond
resf into the foresad At 11 o'vivek
1 wak no further wlong ool
dripped from every Anger end, whiles
the nalls wern hroken to tha quivk
From patn and aheesr sxhiaustion
wopt in the Jdurkness, secrotly, so
tat Maudt should not know

Then, In desperation, I absandaned
the attampt to resf the m sinll and
rescived to try ths exporiment of
heavily  to  under the ecloss. reefed
foresall. Threes hours mora wers ro.
Quired Lo gaskel Lbo malnaall and Jib,

. al twa ik the marning. nagrd

T jite &im LgMuted n

- e i Foone | had barsiy sulls
- i v ot mnow Lhe aRe

} AN & i e I e olosee
' - LB TS The inoat
wind and be-

i b Taid off beoad-

. T T
| . ! Loobut Maud tried
VARl ¥ e f b el withy
Wi r f ! I I wouid fall
IR ' f wrrying food W
' it ' wakni i lurfmegtl 1o
Bl hw W yol nyioled o
Spily Neipires wmas | (hat ahie YR8
B | ok me in my "halr o
prevent my ‘eing tung o tha Boor
I the W ) pitvving  of  the

M ths passsgn from the gallay o
the cabip | Kisw poathing. 1t was &
wiwep walker Masud guided and sup-
poring In furt, | wan awars of
othing Yl 1 awole, kow long after
booonld not smagins n o my hunk with
my oty o 1 was dark, 1 was
AU and lae, and crisd out with
Pain when the bedolothea touched my
piviit g roendde

Marming had svidently not gome, 8o

clused wiy esves and went (o sleep
agnin 1 did not know jt, bat 1 had
Alept the clock around and It wad
night agaln

O s | wolie troubled because
I ooould slsep no imtier I struck a
mateh and lookad at my watoh, I8
marked midnight And T had not
Inft tha deck until three! 1 should
have boen pussled had | not gusssed
tha solution

No wonder | waa sleeping brokenly,
I D slept twenty - omne hoprs I Hs-
tened for w while ta tha hehaviar of
the tihost, Lo the pounding of the seal
and the muffied roar of the wind on
deck, and then turned over on my
alde mnd slept peacefully antil morn-
ing

When | arase at 7 | saw 0o slgn of
Maud and concluded she was in the
gallsy preparing breakfast, On deck
I found the (ihost doing spiendidly
under her pateh of canvas.  But In
the galley, thoueh & N was burning
and water bolling, | found ne Maad,

| discuvered her in the stecrage, hy
Wolf Tarwen's bunk. 1 looked at him,
the man who had been hurled down
from the topmost piteh of kite to be
buried alive and be worse than dead,
There seemod a relaxation of hin ex-
pressioniesa face which was new,
Maud looked at me and | understood.

“Him  life Mickered out in the
storog” | sald

“Hut he satill lives™ she anawered,
Infinite faith in her volos,

“He ham too great strength™

“You" shoe sald, "but now It ne
longvr shacklea him. He is & free
mpiriL”

“He s a froe spivit surely.” T ane
awered; and, taking hor hand, 1 led
her on deck.

The storm broke that night, which
Is to sy that it diminiahed as slowl
aa It had arisen After hrvlhfl.&
next morning, when 1 had hoisted
Waolf Laraei’s body an deck ready for
burial, It was stll blowing heavily
and a large sea was running, The
deck was continually awiash with the
#en which came inboard over the radl
and through the souppers, The wind
mnote the schooner with a sudden
Eust, and she hoelad aver Ull her lee
ruil wus buried, the roar in her rig-
ging rising Iin piteh to & shrieck. We
Atood In the water to one kness as |
bured my hewd,

“I remember only ane part of the
pervice,” 1 osaid, “and that is, "And
the body shall ba cast into the ssa.' "

Maud looked at e, surprised an
shucked; but the spirit of pomething
had scen before was slrong upon
impelling mo to give service to W
Larsen us Wolf Larsen had onens given
service to another man. 1 lifted the
end of the huteh cover, and the can-
vasahrouded body slipped fest first
Into the sea. The welght of irom
dragged 1t down, It was gone,

“Good-by, Luelfor, proud spieit,™
Maud whispered, so low that it was
drowned by the shoeuting of the wind;
but 1 saw the movement of her lips
and know,

As wo clung to the les rall ang
worked our way aft, 1 happensd to
glance to lveward,  The Ghost, at the
moment, was uptossed on a sea, and
1 enught a clear view of a amall
stoamship two or three miles away,
rolling and pitehing, head on to the
scn, ae It steamed toward us. It was
painied black, and from the talk of
the huntera of thelr poaching exe
plotts | recognized It wn & United
Stalea revenue cutter. | pointed It
out to Maud and hurriedly led ber aft
to the mafeiy of the poop.

1 started to rush below to the fag
locker, then remembersd that in rig-
ging the Ghost | hwd forgotten
make provision for & Ang halyard.

"Wo pneed no distress si A
seid.  “They have only to see us"™

“We are aaved,” 1 sald, sobarly and
solemnly. And then, in an sxubes.
ance of joy, "I hardly know whethes
to be glad or not'™

I looked at her. Our eyss were
loath to meet. Wa leaned
each other, and before | knew it my
armn wore about her,

“Neod 177 1 asied

And she answered, “There (s ne
nead, though the tolling of It would be
BWeal, Mo pweot*

Har [ipsx mat tha press of mine,
and, by what strange trick of the
imagination | know not, the acens tn
the ¢abin of the Ghhost fashed upon
me. when sho had pressed hor fingers
lghtly on my lips and sald, “Hush,
hush ™

“Aly waoman, my ana amall woman,"
T sabd, my freo hand petting her
whoulder in the way all lovers know
thonukh never n In achool

UMy man” she sald, looking at me
for an nstant with tremuloua Nds
which fMuttered town and velled her
ayen an mhe snugg'ed hee hoad agalos
my bhreast with a happy lttle sigh.

I looked toward the cutter, It was
vory clise. A buat was being low-
wred

“Oine kiss, dear love,” T whispered,
“One Kise more befors they coma*

“And rescus us from ourselves,” aha
eomploted, with a  most sdorable
prnlle, whimsical as 1 had nevar seed
It, fur It waa whimsical with love.
(The End)
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